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REASONS

For Reduang the

Pyrates at Madagafcar:

AND
PROPOSALS humbly offered to the

Honourable Houfe of Commons, for ef-
fecting the fame.

That certain Pyrates hawng fome Years fnce found
the [fland of Madagafcar to be the moft Proper, if not
the only Place m the World for ther Abode, and
carrying on ther Deftructve Trade with Securnty,
betook themftelves thither, and bemng fince mcreafed to
a fortrudable Body are hecoming a manifeft
Chitruction to Trade, and Scandal to our Nation and
Relgior, being moft of them Enghth at leaft four
Fifths.

That Madagafcans one of the Largeft [flands i the
World, and wery Frutful, lies near the Entrance mnto
the Eaft-Indies, and 1z dimded mto a oreat many petty
Kmgdoms mdependant of each other, fo that there 13
no making Apphcation to any Supream Monarch



( or mdeed any elfe ) to Expel or Deftroy the Pyrates
there. That upon a general Peace, when Multitudes of
aoldiers and Seamen will want Employment; or by
length of Tune, and the Pyrates generating wnth the
Waormen of the Country, ther Numbers fhould be
increated, thew may fortn themitelves nto a Settlement
of Robber, as Preqdicial to Trade as any on the Coaft
of Affrica

For it's natural to confider, That all Perfons awe by
Inftinct a Lowve to the Place of thet Birth: Therefore
the pretent Pyrates mubt defire to return to their
MNatiwe Country, and 1f this prefent Generation fhould
he once Extinct, thew Children will have the fame
Inchination to Madagafcar as thefe have to England,
atud will not hawve any fuch Affection for England,
altho' they will retain the Mame of Enghish; and
confequently all thofe fucceeding Depredations
cotnrrutted by them will be charged to the Account of
England. Motwithftanding they were, not born wath us,
fo that thas feems the only Tune for Reducing them to
ther Ohedience, and preventing all thote ewl
Confequences.

It mmuft therefore be allow'd to be a wery defirable and
neceffary Thing, that they thould be fuppretfed in
Tune; and that 1f it ever be effected, it muft be either

by Force or by Perfwafion, Commons proposal, 1704



The loot from captured ships was shared almost
equally. The captain naually oot a double share for
physically leading the attack and sometines a one
and a halt or one and a quarter share went to the
quartermmaster, gunner or stup's carpenter. Fized
amounts were also pad for mpunes sutfered m battle,
The teal autocratic and merciless sea captans were
to he found on the merchant shups and men-of-war
of the tume. Conditions tor ordinatry seamen were
both harsh and dangerous - and the pay was poor,
Purushments awalable to the ships' officers mcluded
manachng, floggmg and keel-hauling - a purshment
which mvolved the wictim bemg pulled, by tmeans of a
rope, under the hull of the shup from one side to the
other. Keel-hauling was a pumshment wiich often
proved fatal

The pirates' lack of thus type of oppressve leadership
atid harsh punushrment 15 often given as the reason for
thew downfall This 15 a strange asserfion as few
prrates ever met thew downfall On the West Indies
routes the chance of capture was less than one m a
hundred - on the East Indies route 1t was wirtually
non-exastent. The only source for the complete story
of Iisson and hus crew 15 A General History of the
Robbenes and Murders of the Most Motorioas
Pirates * hy Captan



Charles Johnson, The Wisson story appears in the
enlarged second ediion pubhished m 1726
Unfortunately thas 15 the only source of mformation
about Misson. There esxsts other documentary
ewvidence for the explotts of the other pirates in the
General History but none for Misson.

Because of thas lack of corroborating ewvidence some
writers have disrussed the account as fable - others
suspect that 'Chatles Johnson' was a pseudonym of
Dratuel Defoe. However, we need to aslk why, in
such a comprehensive and authortative catalogue as
the General Histors, Johnson should have chosen to
mclade qast one fictious character. It should also be
remembered that Johnson was wnting very recent
histoty and th sotme cazes about g people whose
exploits, or reported explotts, would have been lohown
to hus readers.

There are a few passing references to Misson
particularly m relation to hus fnendship wath the Morth
American prrate, Captain Tew, but these all postdate
Johnisom's General History, Johnson may ewen have
used the real or tnamnary Wisson as a vehacle for us
own radical mews. A speech denouncing those who
profit from slavery would certanly have been safer
repotted from the lips of a pirate than written mn the
first person particularly at a time when the Royal



Faraly had a large financial mterest in the slave trade.
Johnson hamself clamned that the bulk of the IWMisson
story came from a manuscrpt witten by Wisson
himself and paszed to Johnson by a French contact -
bt one could stll say that, were that true, JTohnson
wiowld not have been the first, nor the last, listonan to
be taken i by a fake document.

But reading the General History, Johnson appears to
be no fool. Another parate of popular legend at the
tirne was Awvery, who was reputed to have riled as
lking an 1sland paracize complete with boundless
freasure and dusky madens m attendance, Johnson
tracked hum down and found him to be a vamn and
penmtless drunkard.

In much the same way ag that other folk hero, Eobin
Hood, Misson has been credited waith, m addition to has
owt explotts, the exploits of others and incidents both
exagoerated and mnagned. As with Fobm Hood there
13 more than a trace of wwshivl thinkang in the story of
Iisson. But the wish was there and if nothing else the
story of IWlisson stands as a tibute, over 250 years'
ald, to the concept of a society run on a system of co
-operation and mutual aid, which cared for its old and
dizabled, was mercibal to its malefactors, rah its own

affairs and needed nether money nor policemen.



Migson
Mizson - a nom de guerre, hus real name 12 not
revealed - was born i Provence of a large and long
established farmly, He was educated in hurmnarihes,
logic and mathematics and sent for a vear to the
Academy at Angers. Upon hos return, the 16-vear old
Misson was to be sent to jom the Musketeers. But
the young Misson was an awd reader of travellers®
tales and wanted to travel himself A relatiwe, a
IWonsteur Fourbin, was i comimand of a French
warship, the Victorre. Wlisson was signed on as a
volunteer and dispatched to Marsedles to joi hus ship.
The Victowe set sail almost at once to crnuse the
Mediterranean and Migson set about hus work wath
enthusiastn. In his free time he paid the bo'sun and
shup's carpenter to teach hum the skalls of shup
construction and mantenance,
When the Victowre docked at Maples, IMigson
obtatned leave to mett Rome -a particular desire of
hiz. He was outraged at the decadence of the Papal
Court and came to the conclusion that "all religon
was no more than a curb upon the munds of the
weaker, "
He confessed s doubts to a voung Donunican priest
who surpnised Wlisson by admittng to the same

opttuoty. In strong terms the priest denounced the



self-mterest and corruption of the clergy and added,

"For my part, I am quite tred of the farce, and wil
lay hold of the first opporfumty to throw off thus
masquerading hahit". Misson supplied this opportunits
arid hought the priest a st of clothes and toolk hin as
a volunteer on hoard the Victowre. The priest was
signor Caraccioh and the two were to become
hfelong compamons.

They rejoined the ship at Leghorn and twao days out
of port they were attacked by two Sallee prrates. The
Victowe sank one prrate and boarded the other.
Misson and Caraccioh were part of the first wawe of
attack - Caracciol needing surgery after bemng shotm
the thigh.

The Victowre retumed, to Marselles and after a
month wag sent to Rochelle to escort merchant ships
to the West Indies. The merchant ships were far
from ready and Mizson and Caraccioh signed on for
a short crwse i the Englhish Channel aboard the
privateer Triurmph, Presing upon Enghsh
merchantmen they fnally towed back a prize which
they sold mn Brest.

The two returned to the Victore and one month later
set sail for Marbmoue and Guadalupe. The long
woyage gave much tirme for discussion. Hawing

dispatched the Christian church, Caracciol turned s



attention to the absurdities of the Jewish and Moslem
relmons. The other crew members started to jom 1n
the discussions and soon Caraccioh had a number of
proselytes who saw him as a new prophet who had
risen to refortm the abuses of religton. But Caracecioh
was st wartmng up. "When he had expenenced the
effects of hus rehmons arguments, he fell upon
government, and showed them that every man was
hotn free, and had as much right to what would
support hutn as to the air he respired. . that

the vast difference between man and man, the one
wallowing in husury, the other m the most pinching
necessity, was owihg only to avarice and ambition on
the one hand and a pusillarumons subjection on the
other." He denounced the death penalty for any
crime and renounced the right to kll except "in
defence of our matenal nght, which 1z such a share
of earth as 15 necessary for our support”. Caracciol
spoke to Wisson of "setting up for themselwes" - an
idea which appealed to many of the crew.

On a cnuse out of Martmugque the Victome met wath a
40-gun English man-o' -war, the Winchelsea. The
shups engaged and the frst broadside from the

English ship kalled the captain, second captam and the



three heutenants on board the Victowe. This left only
the master who was for surrendenng, but Misson and
Caraccioh ralhed the crew and fought on for three
hours.

Bv zsomme accident the Winchelsea suddenly hlew up
and sank. The French put down boats but found only
one survivor, a Lieutenant Frankhn, who died two
days later. The crew of the Victore suddenly found
themselves n control of thew own ship. They hardly
needed Caracciol to ewoke the heginmngs of
IMohamet and Oarius to see the potential of the
situation i which they found themselves.

Iisson announced s resalve to lead a bie of hherty
and the crew called upon humn to be ther captan. He
accepted thewr offer on condition that all those averse
to tollowing s fortune would be put ashore near to
crvilisation, Mo one took up us offer,

They then elected a slup's councd-Caracciol as
lieutenant, the schoolmaster as second heutenant and
Jean Besace as thard. MWatthie le Tondu and the
ountier they elected as thew representatives in
counci. The new counci met at once 1 the great
cabm - to decide wihich course to steer. They agreed
that the Spamsh coast was hikely to be the most
profitable choice,



Matthieu le Tondu asked what colours they would fy
and suggested a black Hag as the most termfving, but
Caraccioh ohected. They were not pirates he
iisisted, but watlant suardians of the peoples' rights
and herties. He adwsed a white flag wath 'Liberty’
pamted on the fly.

The canvas bulkhead of the great cabin had been
rolled up for the crew to hear thew councl 1 sesston
anid at thas point the aszembled crew tool< up the cry
"Liberty!"

The property of the dead officers was brought up on
deck Those m need of clothes were oiven new ones
and the money was placed m a common chest which
was securely padlocked - each metnber of the
counctl hawng a key. Misson hrought out the plate
from the great cabin and put it i the commeon coffer,
but the crew requested that he should keep tt out for
his owmn use.

He addressed the shup's company and called for the
rle of brotherly love, "the bamshment of all private
prues and omdees. That i throwang off the volee of
trranny... he hoped none would follow the example
of the tyrants, and turn his back on justice; for when
equaty was trodden underfoot, rusery, confusion and
mutual distrust naturally followed",



Iisson warned the crew that they swould fnd few
friends m the world. The majonty of manlond ved in
slavery "by whach ther spints were brolke" malang
them mcapable of generous thousht. Such men
"danice to the tmusic of thew chams and would brand
this generous crew with the wwdious name of parates,
and think 1t mertonous to be mstrmental in thear
destruction”.

The crew of the Victorre nmumbered 200 able hands
and 35 sick or wounded, Off 51 Christopher's they
tools an English sloop, relieved her of two puncheons
of mum and sz hogsheads of sugar, and sent her on
her way. The master of the sloop, Thomas Butler,
"owned he never met with so candid an enemy".
After some mnor adventares - including an attempt
by a prvateer to take the Victowe - the crew took a
Dutch prize, With Misson and Caracciok
masquerading as Fourbin and lus frst beutenant they
sold thewr prize and put ashore ther prisoners at
Carthegena Don Juan de la Zerda, the Gowvernor,
was 30 taken i by Wisson and Caracciolt that, thesr
busmness concluded, he asked if they would do hamn a
smmall favour, He wanted them to meet wath and

escort the St Joseply, a galleon of 70 guns then Iying



in Potto Bello, The Gowernotr was concerned for her

cargo of 800,000 peces of exght and a substantial
arnount of gold bulhon.

The Victowre left to 'escort’ the St Joseph but found
that she had left two days eatlier. The hull of the
Wictotre had orown toul;, she was slowing down atd
becomung hard to steer. The warm waters of the
Cartbbean encourage the growth of weeds on the
hottom of ships, and the sea 15 also infested with
Teredo, a shellfish which attaches-itzelf to the hull
and eats the wood away. Ships had to be careened
three to suz tunes a year. This involved dry-doclang
the shup, scrapmg the hull and replacing rotted
fimbers. The best shups had ther hull sheathed wath
lead or copper, but the pirates had to make do with a
sealing coat of a tar, tallow and sulphur meshire.

Mot hawmng dry-dock faciities the pirates careened
thewr ships by beaching them and, by use of tackle
attached to nearby trees, pulling them first on to one
side and then the other. Sometumes they could only
manage a parfial careerng whale on the min

There was litle chance of the Victowe overtalang the
5t Joseph so they pulled nto a landlocked bay and, by
mowving the suns to one side of the ship and then to
the other they scraped and tallowed as far down as
they - could, but they could not properly careen her



keel.

With the shup rnighted azam the shop's councid spht on
which course to steer. Wisson and Caraccioh were
for mowng to the African coast, while the others
were for gomg to New England declaring that the
Victowre had a rotten keel and was unbt tor a
fransatlanfic wvovage.

Thev called a general meeting of the entire ship's
company and the wote was for Afca After an
uneventhyl crossmg they arrived off the Gold Coast
and fell upon the Mieuwstadt, a Dutch slaver. After a
nanrung baftle lasting two and a half hours they took
the Dutchinan, The Miewwstadt had st started
tfrachng and had only 17 slaves aboard. IMisson
ordered the slawes to be clothed out of the Dutch
marmers' sea chests and told the crew "that no man
had power over the hiberty of another, and while
some who professed a more enhishtened knowledge
of the Deity sold men hke beasts, they proved that
thew religion was no more than a grimace”. For s
part "he had not exempted hos neck from the galling
voke of slavery and asserted his own hherty, to
enslave others".

The slaves were taken one to each mess by the
French so that they might sooner learn thew lanouage
and the dayw-to-day work of the shap.



After the Atlantic crossing the Victowre was m a bad
state: "Thewr shup growme very foul and gomg heawily
through the water, they ran into the rrer of Lagos,
where they hove her dowr, talone out such planks as
had suffered most by the worms, and substituting
new i thew room". Then they careened the prize and
headed south.

I1sson at one pomt had to assemble the entire crew
for alecture on swearing and drunkenness. The
Dutch prizoners were passing bad habits onto the
French crew and the effect on morale was becoming
obirious. Off the coast of Angola they took another
Dutchman loaded swith cloth. This gave work to the
Wictowe's tadors "for the whole creww began to be out
at elbowe".

By now Iisson had 90 prisoners which he put on the
Miewwstadt with enough supphes to reach a Dutch
settlement along the coast. Eleven of the Dutchmen
chose to stay with Misson

Just north of Table Bay the Victowre was engaged by
an English man-o'-war of the same size (40 guns).
Iisson's crew hoarded and took her. Nearly all the
English seamen. it not the officers, came over to
Misson. Caraccioh was put in charge of the new
prize, renammed the Byoux, and the crew elected their
officers.



Both shups then made for the 1zland of Johanna, north
of Madagascar. The 1sland was a comrmon stopping
place for stups on the Indian routes because of its
atmple supples of fresh water, fendly natives and
abundance of antizcorbutic Bats.

The pirates hecatme thendly with the 1slanders and
assisted m the defence. of the 1sland aganst an
mvasion atternpt by nearby Moluhan [slanders.
Duning thew estended stay many of the pirates,
icluding Mizson and Caraccioly took Johatinan
WIVES.

e Johanna as a base they crused the area
lookang for a prize. They found a Portuguese shap
ower half as big again as the Victowe - and fought a
lonigand bloody engagetment hefore she was talen.
On board she had a quarter of a rmillion pounds worth
of zold dust, but the human price was hugh wath 30
dead and 27 wounded - mcluding Caracciol who had
to hawve luz nght leg amputated.

Liketrtatia

While caracciolt recovered from his wounds on
Johanna MMisson tool the Victowre on a cnse. "He
stretched over to Madagascar and coasted along thus

1sland to the northward, as far as the most northerly



point, when turmng back he encountered a bay to the
notthward of Diego Suares. He ran 10 leagues up
this hay, and on the larthoard sude found it afforded a
large and safe harbour with plenty of fresh water. He
came here to an anchor, went ashore and exarmned
the nature of the soil which he found nich the aw
wholesome and the country lewel He told bus men
that this was an excellent place for an asyhumn, and
that he detertmmed here to fortify and raize a small
town, and make docks for shipping, that they misht
hawe some place to call thetr 0w, and a receptacle
when age or wounds had rendered them mcapable of
hardship, where they mught enjoy the fhuts of thewr
lahour, and go to thew graves m peace". Back once
mote on Johanna, Misson put hus plan to the two
ships' crewes and won thewr agreement. [n return for a
profrise to come to Johanna's a1d should 1t he
attacked, the Queen of the 1sland offered 300 men to
help m the budding of the new settlement. The only
condition was that the men must be returned to
Johanna after four months.

The pirates called thewr new hotne Libertatia and
renouncimyg the titles of Enghsh, French, Dutch or
African they called thetnzelves Libert Ther first

worl of constraction was to ratse two forts, one on

each side of the harbour. These they equipped with



40 guns talkcen from the Portuguese prize. Then they
set about budding houses and storerooms.

A group travelled up country malang mends and
exchanang aifts wath the local natrres. With the wark
well 1 hand Mizson tools the Victowre to the coast of
Zanzhar and fell upon another Portuguese carrsymg

oold. The Victowrs was outounned and outmnanned
and, feelng he had bitten off more than he could
chew, Misson made off However the Portuguese
gave chase and attacked the Victore The runtung
battle lasted four hours but the crew of the Victowe
finally succeeded 1 boarding and talang thew prize.
They locked the Portuguese seamen between declss
and, with a skeleton crew on board, the prize
followed the Victowre back to Libettatia,

Within sight of Madagascar they came upon a sloop
which stood for them and flew a black flag wath a
white emnblem depicting an arm brandishing a
scitrutar. It was the prrate Thomas Tew. After some
discussion Tew and hus men decided to accompany
theVictowre to Libertata

such a colony was no new 1dea to these pirates. Tew
had lost lus quartermaster and 23 crewmen who had
left to form a commuty of ther own further up the
Madagascar coast

When the flotidla arnwed at Libertatia Tew fired off a



mine gun salute and the first fort answered with an
equal number. Thew arrlval presented Libertatia with
a new problem. They now had 190 Portuguese
prisoners and only a population of 200 m ther own
cotnnuraty, excluding the Johanna Islanders. About
70 of the Portuguese catme over to the Libertatians
after a speech made by Caraccioh (whom Johnson
describes as "hawnng the art of persuasion"). The rest
of the prisoners were set to work on a new dock
about half a rmile abowe the mouth of the harbour.
They were kept i that area and Libertatia was made
out of bounds to them in case they discovered their
own strength and rebelled. The Byoux lay as a
quardship between the two cornmunties.

Meanwhile the prrates became farmers sowmng maize
and wheat and other seeds found on hoard thet
prizes. The felds were held i comimon and "no
hedge bounded any particular man's property™.

It was tume to return the Johannan men home but ths
presented another problem. To send a ship out
undermanned was to risk losimg it To deplete the
number of Libertatians by fully mantng a ship was to
risk the prisoners talkong owver the town. Misson
proposed grvng the last prize to the Portuguese
prizoners and sething them free. Tew and Caracciol

opposed this on the grounds that ther base would



zoon known to all and attacked m force. A meeting
was called and Ilisson's proposal was agreed to - the
only alternatrve bemg the wholesale slaughter of the
pHSOners.

Miszson addressed the prsoners and told them that he
knew the consequences of grang them hiberty and
that he expected to be attacked as soon as the place
of hus refreat was known. Howewver, he said he "td
not male war with the oppressed but wath the
oppressors”. He encuired mto the circumstances of
each of the prizoners and made good where ever it
was possible. In return he requared an oath from each
that he should never serve against Libertatia.

The shap, wath its guns retnoved, was provisioned for
a wovage to the coast of Zanmbar Shortly afterwards
the town was wsited by about 50 local tibe stmen
wishing to trade cattle and slaves. Deals were made
and the slaves, bemng handed over, "were tnmediately
clothed and put under the care of as many whites,
who, by all possible demonstrations, endeavoured to
malce them understand that they were enemues o
slavery"

It taok the Byous three round trips to return the
Johanna men home. Those of Misson's company who
had prewviously decided to settle on Johanna came
back on Byouz, along with thew wives and chaldren,



Upon ther return IMisson and Caraccioh pressed on
with the worls on the docles while Tew crused the
Eyoux on the Gunea Coast.

Just north of the Cape of Good Hope, Tew's crew
took a Dutch East Indies galley and found on board a
large quantity of Enghsh crown preces. There were
"talzen for the common treasury, money bemg of no
nee where everything was in common”. Off the coast
of Angola they took an Enghsh slaver wath 240 men,
wotrner: and chuldren below decks. The Byouz's

A frican crewmer, who had alzo been talzen on that
coast, discovered many relatves and friends on board
the slaver. Grnng Tew assurance of good conduct
the Afncan crewmen strucle off the fetters and
handcutts of the slaves and regaled them with the
glortes of thew new hife.

Tpon thew return to Libertatia and the oompletion of
the new dock they began the construction of two
sloops to be named the Childhood and Laberty.

They were to he of 80 tons and armed with eight
outis each Thetr object was to embark: upon an
expedition to chart the "coasts, sands and shoals and
depths of the Island of Madagascar" as asz to provide
traming ships for the released slaves,

Atternpts to teach the Afncans functional French
eventually produced a useful land of Esperanto as the



Africans started to use alanguage made up of thewr
owr words, French, Enghsh, Dutch, Portuguese and
words picked up from the soz natrve Madagascar
farntlies who had now moved mto the community.

The twa sloops, with elected officers and ecually
mized hlack and white crews, took off on their survey
of the 1zland. The survey took four months to complete
and the schoolmaster produced detaded charts of the
coast.

With many of the Afcan ex-slaves now fariliar with
the basics of seamanship, MMisson and Tew, with two
shaps, went crmsing on the Arabian coast. Here they
soon met a shup of the Great Mooul, an enonmous
vessel with 110 guns and 1500 sators and pilgrms on
hoard. She was hound for Jeddah with pilarims for
Mecca. Despite her size she put up a poor defence,
the sallors heing hampered by the volume of humaritsy
and baggage on board. The two prrates drew alongaide
atid made to board her. The defenders fired one round
of small arms fire and fled below.

It was decided to keep the ship and sail 1t hack to
Libertatia. The guns would be vseful and it could be
more carefully searched for treasure that the Indians

often hud 1 the deck cedings and ballast. The

passengers and crew were to be put ashore between

A and Aden, withm wallang distance of ciwmbisation,



An incident which occurred dunng the landing of the
passengers marks, i retrospection, the begmmng of
Misson's loss of influence in Libertatia's development
as a hbertanian commurity. The pirate crew brought
back with them 100 gl passengers between the ages
of 12 and 1§ ywears. They mntended talang them back
to Libertatta as ‘waves' for the unmarned men.
Mizson strongly ohjected to this and called a meeting
of the shups' compames. He found lumselfin a
ranority of one.

The Indian ship proved a heawy salor and was nearly
lost m a stormn on the way to Madagascar, Once in
Libertatia this lambenng monster of a ship was
broken up carefully keeping all her "cordage and
knee tunber, bolts, eves, chaing and other won work".
The 110 suns were mounted i twro batteries at etther
side of the harbour mmoath.

By this tune the colorusts had a good parcel of land
under culirration as well as a herd of some 300 cattle
bought from the local traders. The dock was also
firnzhed and itg first ship weas the Victowe. She was
cetting ald and lealey and unfit for a long wayage. She
was pulled to peces and rebuilt keeping the same
name, When the rebwalt Victowre was ahout to leave
to crwse the Gwnea roast, one of the sloops, with a
hghly agitated crew of African tramee seamen,



entered the bay, She bad been on a trammg crse
when she came across five tall shaps on a direct
course for Labertatia. They were Forfuguese by therr
budd, weith 50 cuns apece and brimtring over with
attmed men.

The mewtahle attack was upon them and the whole
colony stood to battle stations. The fve ships made
directly for the harbour and ran up thewr Portuguese
colours. The two forts were not as effective as had
heen hoped. Thett cannon fire managed to produce a
heawy list in one of the ships but the remaimng four
saled on unscathed. Once wmside the harbour, they
thought thew task was nearly done and they prepared
to lower boats fall of armed men. At this pomt they
met a 'zalute’ from the two forts, the shore hatteres
and the taro sloops as well as broadsides from the
Victowre and Byouxz. This cannonade sent two of the
Portuguese ships strazght to the bottom. Luclaly for the
Portuguese they had contrived to enter just before the
furn of the fide and "made more haste out than they
cid to get "

The Byoux and the Victowre gawe chase. The hsting
ship dragged belind and once she was overtaken by
the Byouxz and the VWictowre her two companions left
her to her fate. The crew put up a fierce defence but

eventually called for quarter, whuch was duly granted



Unhappily, amongst the Portuguese prisoners taken
were two men who had prewionsly been releazed by
Wisson on oath that they would never serve agamnst
hitm. The twao were owven a pubhc tral for "perury
arid morattude". Misson and Caraccich called for
cotporal punishiment but Tew held out strongly for a
public hanmng. Tew held that for such a crime an
exernplary purnshment was necessary.

Eventually he won over Caraccioh then addressed
the assemhled Libertatians. He acknowledgzed
IWizson's tenderness towards malefactors but
nevertheless felt that "no rule could be laid down
which did not allow exceptions”. By the end of us
speech the crowd roared that "hangmg was too good
for them". They were hung fom the two points of
the forts.

With the dream starting to fall apart i his hands,
WMisson found umself challenged to personal combat
with Tew to settle a quarrel between they respective
crews. Caracciol stopped thus foohshness and
suggested that, to avoud f happemng agmn 1 the
future, they should set up a formal covernment which
would enact "wholesome laws"

The next day the entire community was assembled to
be addressed on the subject of an orgamsed
government. Johnson describes Caracciol as having



a "persuasive and mnsmuating way of argument”.
They agreed to the election of a Lord Conservator
and government and also to the sharing out equally of
the common treasure and the commeon cattle herd
Land could now be enclozed and deemed the private
property of he that enclosed it

A wooden Session House was bult and the first
session lasted 10 days and passed many laws.
Misson was appomited Lord Conservator with the title
of Supreme Excellence. Tew was appomted Admiral
of the Fleet, Caraccioh Secretary of State. The
treasure and cattle were divided and the land
enclosed. Those who enclosed more land than they
could work themselves were now able, and entitled
by lawr, to hire the assistance of other Libettatians,
Within a month of the Portuguese attack Libettatia
had mstituted captal pumshment, money, private
property and wage labour

The colony was still m need of new recnauts to
mamtain an agricultural land base as well as run a
viahle fleet. The commmmty founded up the coast by
Tew's quartermaster and some 20 of s crew was,
still functiorung and Tew resolwed to wisit them and
wrvite them to jom the colony of Libertatia

Howewer, the counci was against thus blanket

mvitation and, forgething its own ongms n its new-



found respectabiity, declared that those who

followed the old quartermaster were "of mutinous
temper, and rmght infect others with a spint of
dizorder”. Tew was mstructed to accept only those
who made a sentous application to jom Libertatia and
for whom Tew could @ive hus personal "parole of
honour for ther quet behawmour”.

Tew left m the Victowre and later came to anchor off
the settlement of iz ex-crew members. He an ension
anid fired a salute but oot no responsze. He landed i a
smmall hoat and was met by two men who conducted
hitn to thew settletnent i the woods, Tew mted

them to rejowm hm in Libertatia and outhned the
adiantages it would bring. The quartermaster agreed
that it would certainly hring adwantages to Libetrtatia
But he could see little adwantage to lumself and lus
comnpamons when here they "emoyed all the
necessaries of hife, were free and mdependent of all
the world" and added "t would be madness agam to
subject ourselves to any government whach, however
ruld, still exerted some power".

The only government this settlement had was a
Governor who held office for three months and was
chosen by lot. The power of the Governor "extended
no further than to the judmng of matters of small

difference whach rrught anse”.



The lottery was open to every metnber of the
settlernent who had not held office before "by which
agreement everyone would be rased m tune to the
supretne command”. The settlers found that lot was
preferable to election as it "prevented all canvassing
and malang mterest for votes. . left no operangs for
makang drisions and parties, and was a means to
continue that repose mseparable from a unty among
thetselwes".

But the settlers were fully aware of thewr posttion i
relation to the outside world. Mot beimg an "otfficial
colony they were unable to engage m legihirnate
trading because of the laws relatmg to arding pirates.
Furthermore, as pirates, they could be attacked with
tnpunity by any passing warship or adventurer. To
thiz end the quartermaster satd that they were open
to representations from Enghshmen m Amenca or
Europe to fix a colony here and "'wipe away the
ochous appellation of pirates”. But while they were
open to representations they were not hopeful. The
quartermaster added, "But 'tis ridiculous to thinls we
will hecome subyects to greater rogues than
ourselwes". Tew went bacls to the Victowre and
returned the next day with rum and brandy. While
Tew and the settlers shared a bowl of punch a

sudden storm arose. Tew signalled fromn ashore that



he wished to be taken back on board, but the sea was
rintung too hieh for a boat to be put down. The storm
mcreased and Tew and the settlers watched from the
shore as the Victowre tried to ride f out. After twrg
hours of strugdhing she "parted her cables, was drove
ashore where 1t was steep to, and perished with all
her men".

Tew had no chotce but to accept s old comrades'

hospitality, ARer three months they saw a large ship
which Tew believed was the Byous but she ignored
thew signal fires. A month later, comung early to the

heach Tew found two sloops at anchor a short
distance from the shore. They were the Cluldhood
and Liberty. Mizzon put down a boat and came
ashore. Tew's 1oy soon disappeared when he heard
Misson's news. In the dead of mght, wathout the least
provocation, two large groups of natves had attacked
Libertata With the Victowe and Byous out crinsmag,
the number of colomsts was greatly reduced.
Caracciol and what men he could assemble tried to
malce a stand but they were cut to pieces. The
natrves then went through the town slaughterme men,
women and children alilce. The 46 survivors grabhed
what loot they could and mled aboard the two sloops.
Tew suggested that they 2o to Amenca where



Iizson was unknown and could bve mn peace and
comfort. The quartermaster added that, while
Amernica he could try to procure a cornrmssion to
settle a colony. But Misson was disdlusioned after the
falure of Libertatia and resolved to return to Europe,
secretly wisit lus farmly and retire from the world
The salvaged treasure and the surmvors were drnded
hetween the two sloops; the majonty gomg with Tew.
They wated a weel in the hope that the Byoux
would return. They then set sail for the Guinea coast
hoping to meet her there. En route the two shaps
were overtaken by a storm and Tew and his crew
watched, unable to help, as Misson's sloop went
down. There were no survivors.

Tew put 1 to a trading post run by an ex-parate,
Adam Baldndge, on the 1sland of 5t Mary's, just off
the Madagascar coast. Protected by Baldnidge's fort
he careened the sloop (which Baldndge hsted as the
Armty - Tew's ongnal sloop) and fitted her for an
Atlantic crozsmmg. According to Baldndze's journal he
left St Mary's i December 1693, He arnved at
Fhode Island i Aprl 1694

Tew lved quietly at home for many years, but was
constantly pestered by lus former crewmen to make

just one more trip. Eventually he gave in and bought a



stnall sloop, Attacking a shap of the Great Mogul i the
REed Sea he was disembowelled by a cannonball and
died soon afterwards.




