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Never go back?

This double reprint was originally
published as 'The Spectacle: A Skeleton
Key'(1981) and 'The Spectacle: Another
Skeleton Key'(1982) [Numbers 8 and 9 in
the Pockethbook Series]. Both issues went
out-of -print very quickly.

We frequently receive requests to reprint
earlier issues in the Pocketbook Series
and to explain some of the basic ideas
expressed in Spectacular Times. 'The
Skeleton Keys' is an attempl towards
meeting those requesls.

"The Skeleton Keys' is not philosophy
pre-packed for consumption. It is just
another tool and should only be used as
such. Think for yourself - test the ideas
you find here. How would you argue against
them? How would you defend them against
the argument that you have just constructed?
Look around. Don't accept anything that
doesn't check out in the light of your own
experience.
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Thie space-aye image of the |
fuctory hides manv boring and
iepetihive jaby "We have o |
use women, ulthoagh | sup. |
pose: in thie future we will be |
using machings. he uddled,

Tis really boring, sand ong |
woman, My eves hurt alter |
Inoking down the microsope

all day. | would ke to do |

some of the other packaging
jobs. it would be more in-
leresting, she added.

1t 'unlhj :urfr'uﬁn:‘ thak Ehe illusion

of 'free' biwe 8 @ atbrackue.

Mk yarry Cunnml_fm‘
of Leads has boen warded
£2000 in compensation [or

lampeds by his fellow

The technical expert wis
unmoved: “They lear fo do |
one Job. and gef pood atit | |
dhon'tsee why they want fodo |
other jobs as well," he then 'l
idded

warkers to clock off

|

o —

A small Scottish company =
Brm Internationdl al Gals
ahiels=has produced 4 com-
puter system which displays 1o
management and workers whal
they have achieved, what they
should have achieved, ind their
ercentuge efficlency = minule
By il

Wm-k time ...

injurms recelved during a ‘
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[amialhar s the wowis bty caking the goritiuh Gaurell,
l J hih |1l III|'|I|'I'| (am Atk al iy e bimeg, sl il pi
vy shalls et hoth fighler eealt and (b 3lieq comenan
sl povial sovund effsts indicate 3 1 o b evplohan and
1 aton ol b spinhs \Fh'dt up o he game
g, L honse Irom twn levels af ahill ilepeidling on how
e i ] B v ievE Dhi e R s
N0 gt watch il evem play ol @ vl ki
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5pot the difference.
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Tﬂ mombam this social contrel the
Sptikacle must reperabe situations
which H\rhktn b d'-:irurl' the
Mﬁﬁﬂilltilﬁﬁ of tpace ond bime.
P-:rh;;fn’ci afe E”““‘&" ks beeome
&Fnhhrs ..........

“Anarchy, theft, class-war,

BOPPING THE FUZZ
SUBVERSIVE.

VERY FUNNY”

Guardian

afarce by
Dario Fo
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Specialization  The division of bine and "The oident 203ia. speciairzstion; the

5?‘“ e i]mrm'-;ut;m 'F""““ \"'F" Wkd apecin.izaliol L-:"l_:rw.ar, 18 % 66 root
it L of the Srectacle,’
ere specialists. Mok the weleama specialist ?

‘.qﬁ Jebord

Hltek\ ik UAtemman !'H.'.'l'l ko :nﬁl!r;.hut: i bat
tha wtroiprted and enclunie qongs of ipreal-

ik whe buld Eher aua I'fﬂil;a ’hhlia i+
ofted From bhe real needs of Hlfﬂha life,

Fien bhe il:ru‘ﬂh for social lberstion ho
become & spacialination ond ag tuch bat 1k
specaligbe (P, vocial warhers Hﬂhh'mr!
leuders | rodiaal l'“':‘"h Lrade uan leadrs | aorvs
th,ll"-,J Thor mathods are differeat 4nd
Eheir offeckieness vanes,
N thzhu oat iL;nj

LE{TENS whether 'lj

.iﬂt 8 f“‘!-ui uader eskimabion

of what i passible , thg
|l-uﬂl < the end - wll

as o,

Founyg Sociibsis on the

imech e Sotvnhil Pl



e | Mr Whitelaw said: * Secrecy |
ﬂ! lFf:-.;l-ih ind [tigation cannat be recan

ciled,” and {apping would ot

work f it could be made |

knawn and challenged In court

He savs {he publie should frud : ‘
our brusd ... LI secrel decisions made by But 4uit in Cadé
| Ministers and efvil servants

of powir wonk

L and gur contideace,

We can Lrangullie,

U“b[) : upede, immobillse, harad,

shok, upiel, stupely, miv

seafe, chill, temporinly

blind, deafen of just pliin

seate the wits oaf of anyone

tha pilice have a proper éed
1o contzel and restrain,”

The Home Office s fo test a |
mw form of highe rﬂ'ﬂtrl!li
jirobe gun designed for mot
contral,

The pun, shaped ke & large |
halrdryer, calses o wide nnn
of effects, {rom momentary dls-
fraction to severe Raused and
headaches,

In same individudls 1 &n
equse 3 mild form of epilepsy.

White collar cops: at Toms River, New Jersey Light#ensitlve people can be
! ' {hrown inio 2 A,
Du'fﬂ' Tﬂ'ﬂ’ Poliee {H IH E. f.m . Th'd"-un I M;Iﬂlt many inth
(:I,th ichae! ( ol devieds which are regus
e Ht.} - . v larly lested at the Fnﬁru
thetr force's pew IT]' Im look. All officers from | Erienlifle "EI"E:UFMEM 5”“‘;‘1"
serpeant i equipment  laboratary in 5t
W - Alhans, Heris,

which is desigaed, says fhe chie, (o cminsle
 the Americanpolicemas 'y ware waal Getapo ook




"We are poisoned by the Spectacle. All the
elenents necessary for a cure (that ia for
the conatruction of our everyday lives) are

in the nands of speciali~ts,”
Raoul Vaneigem

E "yeva0t the other side of the road ds 8
police etation which is built on the original

E site of the inn of the good Samaritan,”

1 "Your Guide to Jordan"|

B I Al W g =l

LE The serianby of the 1Fuhli:h of

'g povier bre :ml'-uﬂn choben.......

!

- Unemployment means the Army can pick and choose;

: the average intelligence of recruits has risen, though

1 bright men are not always thought desirable (*1f you're

' in Ballymurphy you don't want your chap saying

‘Why me?" when you (ell him to shoot the chap
on the next roof”").

-
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b terecive
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Ag their ofl
\duty teeshirts testified, thay
pesardid themselves as the

i

H

:-I?ln'hwh:-mhl!- IIIIIII and Aadt " premier unit L'rllhf.l_? " (the
b o s, oy (bra heing the SPG's adope
36|h,|‘j‘,|—| h_'""‘-” o ' fed symbol), and 1o rile Lons
¥ r..”h.g I':ﬁ' F"" ii““ll, dif's five Jt!h{‘l' Hl'ﬁll;llu_r's'_
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il
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| they would arrive on duty
humming, in fine unison, (he
| Dambusters’ March,




Bub | in the end, what do Hmj a:':r-

itk T, 4 qual o g bt ! Do thay ever wonder whose side they
gt 'lhﬁ art dog b0 nell why 1re TR

l;'u-.r livee Filled wie th the sime

: d At Several witntiass including Floel Stret
wind - Aumbin Htimrrnta that the photograghers eponted wnther telog

3 incdent. A group of plain cothes men

wife woen hgrrying {rom Brixion police
piation armied with pck-an handles
bound with black imulation tape
Usiformed polict ried 1 iap thm
joing aff to war with theaz implemseaty
Ty wers disregarded.

rest of us sofler?

The good life B i T
BRITONS st vear pend
more on aleahol, weed (hir
CArs [more, gnd spent mare
e walehing  televivion, .m dﬂ!,l_rlumrlhﬂ:tﬂ:: fighting
They say that their command

structure was In disamay,
Among the storles which are
now being bitterly repeated is
i Auggestion that some senlor
officers removed thelr own

| ’ epaulelies o that they would |
H{uu Inna H'," H‘ni‘j itﬁﬁ fﬁblt 5"“"'“* ::}i Eﬂlsnmahiri 'P:meﬁ
- for funior officers to kmaw why

Was suppased 1o be In charge.

| ——

hilo 1t 19 obrious that detalls of the smergwncy povers
caniot be mde avallable to the pabille, 1t vill aleo be
soomary to Lalt the iforsation plvwn to the alddle ad
Vot sl of the oLl mwﬁw il gy Qectut evnnbs mot hate shown Ehie
vl 1 s L4 Affucd tuiz clllogem 0 WEEORLT by chshe b grve pontl = whis puth

E@M tomés o shove - j“ll'- hew for th'l

¢ rql-.j on thair “Wpariin’,




Fragmentation

Brcause uﬂlrlw'nn 1§ dlllanhd down
the potr H”“I“'l H\m,:}ln specialisks,
”Pf'”“'l“ kself is ifln'i'liml.

While we are hl'&"“ﬂ mobinted to altack
the nFPthIM thet pusches us most | iF
we tneenbrabe solely on pur own
F"tl'm“ [sru;;lﬁuﬁ nrfﬂltfﬁn Wi
Phﬂ wko the haads of the irn;n\ilh
n(’ fowier,

ﬁhkhij bre arfrrnin we musk Awer
(MI hbh"; n; an Fu.l.' H-.nt ik 1§ ul|-5
oot of the botal sppressien,

Fﬂjﬂltil‘j fﬂithul l"‘lla H;h ud fomd

mfmm-uf A Dul WA rhilltllll't e ""lj

¢ep Win & uichrﬂ — but Far O hesd

Wwe nut nf';,l:kl modster anm 4 néw

oaf 1 aasther |I1Hi'.

"Anything less than a direct stfack upon all
the conditions of our lives is not enough,"

Carol Ehrlich

"Praguentary opposition ia like the teeth on

a cogvheel - they marry together to make the
sachine go round, the mechine of the Spactacle,
the machine of power....everyone is asked

his opinon of every detail to stop then
having one of the totality."

“CND'% positlon Is that we
want {6 get rid of nuclear wep
pons. We domt wanl, o il
entangled with other issues."

faoul Vansigea

Frt&mtlh& ressbance 15 ofken bliad
ks Ehe Estal aﬂtrmlnﬂ (ni ba Tk

b l'lluri,'l‘,a)‘

CHE, the Campalgn [of
Homosewual Equality, |8 oo
ardinating the reform  mioves
i Intﬂng the tasé of &
{ormer bambardier In the Roval
Artillery, Mr Jokin Bruce, wha
i sping the Brifih Govern-
mént in {he Buropesn Court
for courlmartialling him last
year He wis senlenced 1o nine
months and 8 discharge with
disgrace for having sex with
ranalber man while an Jrae
[ram the Arm}

1 was Just about 1o ded
fwa sctions of men fo Sortl
em Ireland when the Military
Palice pounced,” Mr Briee sl
visterday

5=.uﬂurt Gld ﬂa'au.". '|
Fire.

So that 9 wldiery
Can 4 Eo aid the
nﬁwm;nu w Ulsker?



"The struggle for something to eat, for
confort, for atable employment and for
gacurity are, on the social front, a0 many
aggrossivo raids which, despite their very Therapy
real inportance , are alowly but surely
beconing rearguard actions,” "Certainly a msive propaganda campaign to
Vaneigey publicize the possibility of a revolution,
of a total transformation of the vorld is
: - vitally important - but it will prove
Al ?Ly"ll'mh:! wh dnatiom tutui!i 1nEft‘¢nti1m if it fsn't Eimu]tnnawa
thargy and ml:mita s exhausted i““- yith the creation of mass therapy....people

.“”-,,;!3 : .'!usk h‘i‘"‘ﬁ bo make suf in the streets, in the offices and factories
, know dazn well what's going on, even if they
ehslence bolerable. can't write easays about all ite theoretical

ranificationa, Tha point ia they ean't do
o o — ] anything about it, What needs understanding

{8 the state of parelysis everyone is in,"

Chriatopher G
("Learing the 20tk Cent!gﬂ“!

"The incapacity
of many people

to cope with the
vorld they live
in 18 not &
problen of basic
inabilities, but
i problen of
trained incompats
=811, " '
noward J, Enrlich

Miserable
Terrorist/




"Ita oriteria are only valid for those who
accapt the Spectacls and are satisfied with

playing & role in it,"

Ragul Vanaeigen

oo tnd for Ehe rect Ehere are F"‘I"ﬁ
5[' ﬁ.ll'llili r!mp"nh& ﬂni":!rnu.’riiu
auailable

CND

HH;I-HH:J " |:¢fn5 bF h'm]:ﬂl Mﬂl

condamas us o bhe i|utr|lj of mfk.'nﬁ
bor Freedom.

* Liquid protest

"Feople will never break out of their atatis

for the sake of a ninor rearrangement, There
have been too many already, Only the hope of

a total change is going to inflame anybedy,
Who the hell 18 going to erert themselves to
got another frozen chicken, another pokey roon”
But the posaibilities of living in one's omn
cathodraliesvis”

Christopher Gray

Near athand,
another land

"(ur remarks on the construction of everyday

1ife cannot be rncupmtgd by cultural or sube
eulturg]l establishments {thinkers with three

veoka paid holiday) for the very pood reason
that all situstiondat 1deas are no nore than
the development of acts attempted constantly
by countless peaple to try to prevent another

" day being no more than twenty=four hours of

waoted timp,"
Raoul Vaneiges

A VINEYARD workes, Gerard Stingle, 21,
piened the tps of wpe casks ﬁn gifl
pluver's cellar at Nuits St Georges, wnding
ahout  £350.000warth  of  topaqualiny
Birgundy down the sewer, hecauie he = did
nif hke  capitalisg”  palice  reparted
vesierilas




Btl\in:’. the Pnulll"l: search for ntw
Pnlik;ul Fnrtils te ;ll'm | Uty bo Fallaw,
1&41 te Hnli'ﬂlr Ak Eaklumef le,

piv upu'num anfh AW 'dim;kim'

i§ &V real npad to break out of
the Snnlll:j of the SFulzn'll (t'l: “i‘j
for an hout o Hu‘vr).

but huing mikaken th Spackacle fur
realit anh hﬂ bo be "realiskic” abust
their 3#11“! - l‘l\la "haw” life can't
be like Ehat all the Hime. Now Eht new
l“'ﬂnll"!‘ilﬂ pré "Jiiuﬂlﬂl ol Fut il

the Sfﬂ.l:ull tan pr-dm Ehew .

S0 what o ko be dwe!
bor o sbort Wt ton lack for prfufu#ul:iu

to ibervene 1 radial sibuakiong - b try

o spted up the reiohbinary process
To ulhklf'a the f'_h!'_ demand — the

demand for real lfe; the one demand

d!! 5flutu|l Ennut meek, Tl!' ﬂr.puﬂ:‘t;
Fuf'if to be l’rulj realiskic and Jlmd
kh iﬂ?“liluﬂ*

"Neaningful action, for revolutionaries, is
vhataver increases the confidence, the
autonomy, the initiative, the participation,
the solidarity, the equalitarian tendencies
and the self-activity of the meses and
vhatever assists in their demystification.
Sterile and harnful sction is whatever
rainforces the pasaivity of the masaus, their
apathy, their cynicism, their differentistion
through hierarchy, their alienation, their
reliance on othera to do things for then and
the degres to which they can therefore be
sanipulated by others - even by those
allegedly acting on their behalf,"

dolidarity (Lnndﬂu]

Iﬂﬂihblﬁ o lot of the

time we are Tina ko be e

madt bo fuel e the | [ .
Hass Budersen character (AN

Elf:flr'i maaie Suik of
clothas . Clnmn'-ut'ma ;
w difbialk L

- ' UROREE
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Sfi: acle ?:n tan't e LB
the bars wakil yos ha&l RECN BAVTALZED By
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"How 1s daily life to be reinvented?

By croating aituationa that jolt people out

of customary waya of thinking and behaving...

«2 have to see through the Spectacls, OTHER TIMES
destroy the stage sets, know that there are G710 - NINALS' - 45p

other waye of doing things." 1 - 'NORE OF THE SHAME' - 40
(arol Ehrlich " F

Reprint ST8/9 - 'THE SKELETON KEYS' - 30p

ALl prices include postage - cheques and
m mn postal orders payable to 'Spectacular Times'.
Abroad - Sterlling cheques or money orders

W iptollih W Unlgy only (any negotiable currency bills/notes

Do g
10 Froildat K God are also acceptable)
10 Natiomaliom B0 Blate
10 Wil K bndars
10 FOLLOWERS SUBSCRIPTIONS
b
IQEI' Send us £1,00 (or more) and we will arrange
Bty I B for a UNIFORMED STATE EMPLOYEE to deliver

each new igsue of ST to the address of your

To conhk Ehe Spackace wbh ibs  cloice - and vl rnind you ven te

: ﬂl-L"I'lt'}' Funs ouls
Wi (rrelevance .
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